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Mr. Walter Taylor, a very old friend of my father's,
presented me with a beautiful cut and thrust steel sword,
desiring me to cut off half a dozen rich fellow's heads with
it, and so return a Nabob myself to England. In three
days after I received this sword, my clothes being sent
home, I burst forth a martial buck of the first stamp,
and not a little vain was I of the figure I made. I seldom
appeared two successive days in the same dress ; my inti-
mates beheld me with astonishment, observing I was going
abroad in a splendid style. Some of my brother Joseph's
acquaintances enquired what the devil regiment I had
got into, for that they met me in half a dozen different
uniforms in as many days. I was now a gentleman at
large, thinking myself at perfect liberty to make the most
of the short time I had to remain in London.

About this period my brother Henry proposed intro-
ducing me to a society he said he was sure I should
like, and in the evening took me to the Globe tavern
in Craven Street when I was directly initiated as a
Buck, and as Henry had predicted, was much pleased,
all being laugh and pleasantry. I found a set of young
men accoutred in splendid ornaments, arranged in great
form, one who presided being elevated about three feet
above the rest. In about an- hour after my admission
all the business of the meeting being finished, the Lodge was
closed, when every person did as he pleased. Some ordered
supper in detached parties of from three to six, others
only drank wine, or punch, as fancy led. The eating being
over, the best singing I ever heard commenced. There
I first had the pleasure to hear Dodd, the player, sing his
famous song of " Cease rude Boreas," and a charming
performance he made it. He was followed by Hook,
Champnes, Banister, Dibdin, and many other celebrated
voices, who were all Members of the Lodge, which was
distinguished by the name of " The Euphrates.'5 There
I spent a night of infinite gratification.

Shortly after my admission, John Wilkes, then a prisoner
in the King's Bench, was proposed as an honorary Brother,